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*OGC Has Reviewed*

23 July 9%

HEBCGRAIDUN FOR: Deputy Director (Support)
ATTENEION: I 2°%1A%2
SURJECT: Advance Travel of Deperdecis

l. Public Lew 737, 33rd Congress, approved 31 August 195k,
amended the Adeinisirative Expesses Act of 1986 by suiborizing
bome ieave irevel for sn ewployes and his immediate famiiy and bty
euthorising the alvance transporiation of depexdents wider ceriain
alrcunstances. Such advance transporietion Lo the United States
at Gowernment expense is suthorized “when the empioyee has seguirsd
eiigiblility for such transporiation or when the public inverest
reguires the return of the Luedisie family fur cospeliing persons.
ressons of & humaniterian or coRpassionsie NALUNe « . « OF Oblligne
tion lampased by autioriiy or circunsiences over which the individual
has 5o econtrol.” )

2. The act further provides that 1f an empioyee retwrns nis
immediste fomily to the United Staies &t his own expense {thst is,
under circusstances vhere ihe foregoling provision 8ves not apply)
that the Govermment "shall redsburse him for proper transporietion
expansen &b such time a3 he acguires eligivility therefore.”

3. Tne regulations under Pubilc lsawr 737 are eoctalnad in Buresu
of iie Buldgel Clroular NHo. A~h, dated 2 May .955. Thle circulsy pro-
vides, iz Seetion 29¢ “"In eccurdence with reguistions prescribed by
the bead of ihe department concerned, an sspioyse who, at his cwn expernse
« + » On Or afver August 31, 1954, returns his immediate fumlly ad
his housenhoid goods asd personas effects, or say part theveof, to
the contineniel Usited Siates, iis territories, or possessioos wricr
to his revarn thexeio shall, et such (ime sa the &ployse becomes
eligivie for return at Governmenti expense, be reirdursed for ine proper
expanses which he had previcuasly puid. Buch expenses wiil te reim-
bursed by Lbe Govermment sob iz excess of one time duriig each agveed-
wpon period of service wxd shail be subject Lo the Standardized Government
Travel Roguiations.”

Yo On 12 Juiy 1956, I cousulied tho Index Digest Section of ine
Canerei Aceounting Office axd obilained a referesce to &l Coampiro..ier
Cesereis Decisions so far reodered wider Pubilc Law T37. There are =
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seven such decisions, two of which (see peragraph 5) bear on the
quastion of advance retwm of dependents.

Pubiished:

ﬁm’wg'm,?mtlm »
35 Comp, Gen, 101, 2% August 1955
35 Comp. Gen, 271, & Kovember 1955

Unpub usher_h _

© B2, € octaber 0955
17205, 1
B-127528, 9 May 1956

5« 35 Comp. Osn. 101, 2% August 1955, interprets Public lew 737
and Bureau of the Budget Circular A<k to mean that if an employee has
;mh?&m&mmmhumwwmmmmm
tates £ or not the empioyee dogs £0. They cannot sgain
return to the post at Sovernment W?’W, until the employee
signs 8 new overseas tour agreement sad actually takes houe leave.
If he wishes 10, he may return them to the post at his own expense
axd will de reiabursed therefor when he has taken home lsave himself.
This view is further spproved in (uapudlished) B-127528, 9 May 1956,
aithough the decizion turns on a 4ifferent point.

6. The prior Agency practice has been to require the employee
actually 1o travel before he is entitled to reimbursement for prior
vance iravel of his dependants st his personsl expense. Apperently
this is a more stringent ruls than we need apply. It is sugzested
that poliicy consideration be given to relaxing the Asency rule and
c&g%?ﬁns it with that of other Government depmrtments under Public
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